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Message from the Paraprofessional Chair

Make a Change

This is the year of change for our nation and the world. We can be agents of change too. Our
actions can be small but they will have a mighty affect on the future. Make this the year that you
become involved in the Paraprofessional Section and the NLA. Make your voice heard by
getting on the new Para blog or contacting a board member with a suggestion for a program at
the fall conference. Invite a friend or coworker to join you at a conference session. Volunteer at
the booth during the conference. Greet the changing of the seasons (yes, it will be warm again)
by attending this year’s Spring Meeting sessions on Wednesday, March 18, 2009. The theme
celebrates Paras Past, Present, and Future. Apply for one of the scholarships offered to members
of the Para Section to attend Legislative Day, Spring Meeting or Fall Conference. New members
joined the board this year. In the newly consolidated Secretary/Treasurer position, is Terri
Johnson from North Platte Public Library and, on the By-Laws committee, is Evis Zamora from
Plattsmouth Public Library. Current and past board members continue to fill vital roles on
committees and give their time and expertise to the future of the Para Section. You might find a
place on one of these committees, also.

Opportunities are out there for you to join in and have a voice in your future at your workplace.
Grab one.

Mary Gubbels
Chair, Paraprofessional Section




2009 Paraprofessional Spring Meeting

Paraprofessionals Past, Present, and Future:
Where the Paraprofessional Life Can Lead You

http://www.nlc.state.ne.us/Comp/para/2009springmeeting/2009Paraspgconfwebsite.html
Wednesday, March 18, 2009 10 a.m. -1 p.m. CT

o Session I - Past: Carnegie's Library Legacy: The Good, the Bad and the Beautiful:
Andrew Carnegie’s library legacy is still with us, for better and for worse, and still
defines the way people think about libraries. A few myths will be put to rest as we learn
how the past has shaped our present.

Speaker: Laureen Riedesel, Beatrice Public Library

e Session Il - Present: Connecting with Your Community: How to work with
community-based organizations and academic institutions to bring programs like Getting
your Flu Shot, or setting up a book club around nutrition and exercise, as a way to
connect with a great need all communities have - health information access that can be
trusted.

Speaker: Siobhan Champ-Blackwell, Creighton University Health Sciences Library

e Session 111 - Future: Libraries, They Are A-Changin’ - A transformation is underway
in the library world. How you deliver library services to library users is changing. Many
new tools have emerged and are affecting the way people, society and libraries access
information and communicate with patrons and each other. See a quick tour of the Web
2.0 services being used and experimented with at libraries large and small.

Speaker: Christa Burns, Nebraska Library Commission

Paraprofessionals Spring General Meeting

Mary Gubbels, Chair of Paraprofessionals, will guide us through our annual spring general
meeting. Those who have paid for lunch at the Lincoln or Omaha site will have lunch at this
time. If you are not paying for lunch, but wish to bring your own you are welcome to.

Recipients of the Para Fall Scholarship

Terri Johnson, North Platte Public Library received $50 from the Section for Fall Conference

You too can win a Para Scholarship for the Spring Meeting, Fall Conference, or even to join the
Para section. Watch the NLA Memberclicks Mailing List for emails on these Para Benefits!



http://www.nlc.state.ne.us/Comp/para/2009springmeeting/2009Paraspgconfwebsite.html

What’s Your Library doing?

National Libraries Workers Day, Tuesday, April 14, 2009
The Tuesday of National Library Week

http://www.ala-apa.org/about/nlwd.html

Libraries Work
Because We Dol

NATIONAL LIBRARY WORKERS DAY

Let’s Meet Our Officers

Paraprofessional Secretary/ Treasurer: Terri Johnson

Terri Johnson entered the library world first as a reader of Nancy Drew and Hardy Boys books at
the Carnegie library in Beatrice. She is more of a borrower than buyer of books so libraries are
familiar places to her. After substituting as an elementary school library aide and bus driver, she
started working at the North Platte Public library 10 years ago. At that time, she also gave up the
live TV cooking spot she had done on KNOP TV for 12 years. As the library’s computer
technology assistant, she is at the public computer center’s desk several hours per day, assisting
people as needed, teaching computer skills and Microsoft Office computer classes, and
attempting to keep the computers clean and happy in addition to other library duties. Terriisin
her second term on the Republican Valley Library System board. Terri attended the Nebraska
Library Leadership Institute in 2007 where she met past Para treasurer, Jenni Puchalla. Terri
credits Jenni for getting her involved in the Para section.

Terri lives with her husband Tim on his family farm near Hershey, NE where they milked cows
until 2007. They have a son and daughter, both living in Omaha, NE. Terri treasures her rural
life but also enjoys traveling when time and money allows.



http://www.ala-apa.org/about/nlwd.html

2009 Paraprofessional of the Year

Paraprofessional Section accepting nominations for Para of the Year

The Paraprofessional Section of the Nebraska Library Association (NLA) accepts nominations
for the Paraprofessional of the Year Award each year. This award is given annually to a
paraprofessional who must be a member of the Paraprofessional Section of NLA who has
demonstrated outstanding service in a library setting.

The recipient will be selected on the basis of all of the following criteria:

1. Innovative programs that the nominee has worked with which have resulted in new or
improved library services.

2. Exceptional volunteer work in library service or related field.

3. Exceptional use of library resources, local or otherwise.

4. Significant involvement or leadership in NLA Paraprofessional Section (i.e., holding
office, member of a committee, or workshop or conference presentation).

The Paraprofessional of the Year may receive:

1. A one year paid membership to NLA, in the Paraprofessional Section.
2. Fifty dollars.

Nomination forms can be found at http://www.nebraskalibraries.org/PARA/paranomform.html.

Nominations are due on July 31, 20009.

Send form to:

Jennifer Wrampe, Paraprofessional Publicity/Citations Chair

Nebraska Library Commission

1200 N St, Ste 120

Lincoln, NE 68508

402-471-3217 800-307-2665 (NE only) 402-471-2083 (fax) jwrampe@nlc.state.ne.us

Report on the 2008 NLA Fall Conference

Paraprofessional Section 2008 Report

The Paraprofessional Section bylaws were amended to be in-line with the NLA bylaws. The
changes include, removing the specific requirements for scholarships and restricting Executive
Board votes to elected members of the board. Both were passed with the addition of a ‘friendly
amendment’ to

It was decided that in the event of a tie vote the Executive Board would flip a coin to clarify a
tie-breaker decision.



http://www.nebraskalibraries.org/PARA/paranomform.html
mailto:jwrampe@nlc.state.ne.us

New officers were installed at the NLA Conference 2008 Fall Meeting.
Chair-Mary Gubbels

Vice-Chair/Chair Elect-Angela Kroeger

Secretary/Treasurer-Terri Johnson

The Paraprofessional Section sponsored six conference sessions. The panel discussion, “Dewey
or Don’t We” (co-sponsor TSRT) had 94 attendees, “Holding it all Together”-22, “FOLUS”- 16,
“Sum of Its Parts” -21, “STAR Reference Manual” - 6, and “Celebrating Paras” - 11. The Silver
Scavenger Hunt celebrated the 25th Anniversary of the Paraprofessional Section with a hunt for
all things silver hidden in plain sight.

The Paraprofessional Spring Meeting is scheduled for March 18, 2009 and the theme is
Celebrating Paras Past, Present and Future.

In 2009, the Paraprofessional Section will work to increase the involvement of their
membership in the administration and future of this section. Active members will contact and
foster relationships with inactive members to garner participation in planning activities
important to the membership and service on committees or the board.

This spotlight will shine towards a second goal to increase membership in the section.
Respectfully submitted by

Mary P. Gubbels, Chair

Paraprofessional Section

2008 Para Raffle & Scavenger Hunt Winners

Scavenger Hunt:
We had 67 total participants. Top prizes awarded:
$75 — Jennifer Sorensen, Bellevue University
$65 — Linda Jensen, NE Library Commission
iPod Shuffle — John Felton, NE Library Commission
22 — 2nd level prizes (silver item, pen and Para bag)
Raffle winner:
iPod Shuffle — Lori Sailors, NE Library Commission

Minutes from the Paraprofessional 2008 Fall General Meeting

Paraprofessional Section
Fall General Meeting Minutes
October 17, 2008




Business Meeting
I. Call to Order La Raine Cihak, Chair
Approval of Agenda
Karen Frank motioned, Maria Medrano-Nehls seconded
Approval of Minutes from Spring General Meeting March 19, 2008, Lincoln, NE
Karla Shafer motioned for approval, Mary Geibel seconded.

I1. Officer Reports

Chair's report: La Raine Cihak mentioned that the NLA elections will continue to be done
electronically and encouraged the membership to participate in the survey to give feedback on
the election procedure, etc.

Vice Chair’s report: None

Secretary’s report: None

Treasurer’s report: Jenni supplied handouts of current report (attached), pending expenses
from scavenger hunt and miscellaneous conference expenses, plus any incoming donations from
CO-sponsoring sections.

I11. Committee Reports

Bylaws report: Angela presented changes to the group (attached draft). In the matter of the
proposed change #1 — removing specific requirements for scholarships, the section vote was
affirmative (25-0). In the matter of the proposed change #2 — restricting executive board votes
only to elected members of the board, to the exclusion of appointed or volunteer chairs, the
section vote was affirmative (25-0). This change was mandated by the NLA to bring the section
in-line with their bylaws. Discussion followed concerning the possibility of a tie vote with only
four (4) officers with voting privileges. The idea of a coin flip was introduced as a possible
“friendly amendment”. A vote was taken on adding this wording, result 23-2 in favor. However,
since parliamentary procedure was not followed with this motion being presented and seconded
prior to voting, the result was considered void. Jenni Puchalla proposed addition of this
“friendly amendment” in the case of a tie vote of the board that there be a coin flip. There was
no second. Bylaws discussion tabled pending additional information on what procedures other
sections follow in the case of a tie vote.

Publicity\Citations report: Jennifer Wrampe

Scholarships given

Spring Meeting — Terri Johnson, Karen Fox, Terry Wingate

Fall Meeting — Terri Johnson

Membership report: Karen Frank noted that the section has more money than members.
Keynote Editor’s & Web Committee reports: Janet Greser mentioned that the newsletter is
produced twice a year. She noted that the survey contained in the last issue of the Keynote
received only three (3) responses from the membership of 65. If you have items you’d like
included in the Keynote, please email or call Janet Greser at the Library Commission.

V. Old Business

Fall Conference

Scavenger hunt had 67 total participants. Top prizes awarded:
$75 — Jennifer Sorensen, Bellevue University

$65 — Linda Jensen, NE Library Commission



iPod Shuffle — John Felton, NE Library Commission

22 — 2nd level prizes (silver item, pen and Para bag)

Raffle winner:

iPod Shuffle — Lori Sailors, NE Library Commission

Session reports:

Dewey session had a large group, 94 attendees.

Holding It All Together (Karla Shafer), 22 attendees.

FOLUSA (Richard Miller), 16 attendees.

Sum of Its Dept. (Angela Kroeger), 21 attendees.

STAR Reference (Julie Pinnell), 6 attendees.

Celebrating Paras, 11 attendees.

Para of the Year awarded to Janet Greser, certificate presented. Also a presentation of certificate
to the out-going chair La Raine Cihak by Publicity chair, Jennifer Wrampe.

Bylaws discussion continued after research by Jenni and Angela concerning procedures of other
sections. Motion was made to have separate vote on wording changes for amendment proposal
#2 and the addition of a “friendly amendment” to clarify tie-breaker procedure. Kathy Dukes
moved, Martha Grenzeback seconded. Majority approved. Jenni Puchalla moved to include the
“friendly amendment” as previously entered. Kathy Dukes seconded. Majority approved.

V. New Business:

Spring Meeting — Martha Grenzeback noted that a date has been set (March 18, 2009) and a
theme selected. Accommodations have been reserved with NET.

Installation of Officers — Incoming Chair Mary Gubbels received the gavel from La Raine
Cihak. Terri Johnson elected Secretary/Treasurer and Angela Kroeger is Chair-Elect.

E. Next meeting
Spring General Meeting - Wednesday, March 18, 2009

F. Adjournment

Who are the Paras?

Since last year was the “Year of the Para, our 25th Anniversary” the Para Board would like to
know who’s out there. So we have come up with a questionnaire for you to fill out; you can do as
much or as little as you’d like and send it to Janet Greser at jgreser@nlc.state.ne.us. No names
will be kept; it will just be a generic overview of the Para’s across the state. | sent this out last
year and only got 2 responses, now I know there’s more Para’s out there than that, so please send
me your answers.

Questions about your NLA life:
1. How many years have you been in NLA?
2. How many years have you been a NLA Para?
3. Have you ever held a Para office or a Para Board position?



mailto:jgreser@nlc.state.ne.us

4. Do you belong to any other Section or Round Table?
5. What is your favorite Para meeting or event?
http://www.nebraskalibraries.org/PARA/parahistory.html
6. What is your favorite Para freebie, give-away, or raffle?
http://www.nebraskalibraries.org/PARA/parahistory.html#Past _Promotional
Now for some questions about your work life:
7. How many years have you been at a library?
8. How many years have you been at your current library?
9. How many different libraries have you worked at?
10. What kind of Library do you work at now? Is it a: Special, Public, Academic, Museum,
etc.
11. What is your education level?
12. How many hours do you work each week?

Janet Greser, Keynote Editor

I’m a Para, She’s a Para, Why do you like being a Para Too!

In addition to the Questionnaire (above) the Para Board talked about getting to know the
members on a more personal nature so we ask that you send along a bit about yourselves and
maybe a picture, at work, at home or at play. Some ideas to get you thinking: kids, family,
hobbies, other accomplishments, things you’re proud of and would like to share with us. You
heard about me, Janet Greser, in the last issue. Here’s a response | got from a Para member, I’'m
looking for more, hint, hint ©

| have been a Para member since 1999. Janet Greser and Mary Geibel recruited me within days
of starting my new position at the Commission. | have held the position of Membership Chair,
Spring Meeting Coordinator, Vice-Chair and Chair for the Para’s. I was blessed by having a Para
board that supported me and the preconference committee when we hosted the Hispanic Voices
@ your library preconference. The last two years | have served as Co-Chair for the Diversity
Committee but I’'m always available to help the Para’s.

| am the Administrative Secretary for the Nebraska Library Commission. Previous to working at
the Commission | have worked at the Mexican/American Commission, Juvenile Parole,
Y.R.T.C, and UNK Campus Security. My husband, Fred, and I have been married for 35 years
and have two sons and raised one of my nieces and a nephew. | have an Associate of Arts in
Political Science and a Bachelors of Science in Criminal Justice and Sociology. | am currently
taking my last class for the Library Technical Assistant program. | am involved in both city and
state committees and volunteer time to various projects. In my free time I love to swim, spend
time with my family and friends, take walks and will read just about anything. | read lots of
books from Hispanic authors as well as romances, science fiction, biographies, how-to, and
books with humor. I have absolutely no artistic talent but I love music and art. | watch very little
television and wish my husband would too. I love to learn new things and like to get a little crazy
with my friends from time to time. | am a very social person so | love going to conference each
year and meeting new people.



http://www.nebraskalibraries.org/PARA/parahistory.html
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If you haven’t served on the Paraprofessional board or committees you are missing a great
experience with some great people. | encourage you to get involved and have the time of your
life.

Maria Medrano-Nehls
Nebraska Library Commission

2009 NLA Spring Meetings

March 12, 2009 NMRT

NMRT Spring Meeting will be held March 12th at the Seward Memorial Library

Becky Baker has agreed to host the spring meeting and give a talk and tour of the new facility.
Becky Reisinger and Megan Boggs will give a presentation on the Leading to Reading program
at the Library.

http://www.nebraskalibraries.org/2009/02/nmrt-spring-meeting.html

March 18, 2009 Para

Paraprofessionals Past, Present, and Future:

Where the Paraprofessional Life Can Lead You
http://www.nlc.state.ne.us/Comp/para/2009springmeeting/2009Paraspgconfwebsite.html

March 20, 2009 TSRT

TSRT is trying something new this year. We will travel to Manhattan, Kansas for the NASIG
Unconference.

http://www.nebraskalibraries.org/TSRT/

May 1,6, 7, 2009 PLTS

The NLA Public Library and Trustee’s Section (PLTS) has established preliminary plans for its
2009 Spring Meetings at the Wahoo Public Library in Wahoo on May 1st, the Bridgeport Public
Library in Bridgeport on May 6th, and the Lexington Public Library in Lexington on May 7th.
The meeting costs will be $15.00 per person attending, and we will be starting at 9:30 AM local
time at each library. There will be four presentations at each site covering (a) Legal
Considerations of Public Library Policies and Procedures, (b) Developments in the
Implementation of Open Source Integrated Library Systems, (c) Mental Health in Public
Libraries and (d) Using Skype® as a Communications Tool in Public Libraries. We plan on
starting at 9:30 AM and finishing by 3:00 PM local time at each site. Lunch will be included in
the price. If there are questions, please contact John Seyfarth, PLTS Chair, Sump Memorial
Library, 222 North Jefferson Street, Papillion, NE 68046 at 402-597-2050 or
jseyfarth@sumplibrary.info or Richard Miller, PLTS Secretary/Treasurer, Nebraska Library
Commission, The Atrium, Suite 120, 1200 N Street, Lincoln, NE 68508-2023, 402-471-3175 or
email
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May 15, 2009 C&U

Theme: Librarians as Transformers

Keynote: Sara Martin, Associate Dean for Technical Services and Library Systems, University of
Detroit Mercy.

http://www.nebraskalibraries.org/cu/conferences.html

2009 NLA/NEMA Fall Conference

NLA/NEMA Conference will be held at LaVista
Wed Oct 28, 2009 - Fri Oct 30, 2009

KEYNOTE FOR PARAPROFESSIONALS

Semiannual newsletter of the Nebraska Library Association Paraprofessional Section.
Free to current Section members, published in mid-spring and early fall.

CHAIR: Mary Gubbels, Circulation Librarian, Sump Memorial Library, Papillion, NE, 68046,
402-597-2040, E-mail: mgubbels@monarch.papillion.ne.us

VICE CHAIR: Angela Kroeger, Library Associate, University Library, University of Nebraska-
Omaha, Omaha, 402-554-3203, E-mail: akroeger@mail.unomaha.edu

SECRETARY:/TREASURER: Terri Johnson, North Platte Public Library, North Platte, 308-
535-8036, E-Mail: johnsontl@ci.north-platte.ne.us

KEYNOTE EDITOR: Janet Greser, Infrastructure Support Analyst, Nebraska Library
Commission, The Atrium, 1200 N Street, Suite 120, Lincoln, NE 68508-2023, 402-471-2010, E-
mail: jgreser@nlc.state.ne.us

Paraprofessional Web Site: http://www.nebraskalibraries.org/PARA/

Paraprofessionals - Call on us @ your library ©
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