
*KEYNOTE: óa prime or crucial elementò American Heritage Dictionary of the English Language 
 

 
 

Paraprofessionals are the key @ your library  
® 

 

 

Message from the Paraprofessional Chair 
 

2008! Year of the Para!!  

Plans are underway to celebrate the 25th Anniversary of our wonderful section. We will be 

looking back, having fun with silver and looking towards the next 25 years. The 2008 year will 

be a fun filled year for all in the Para section. With our fabulous Spring Meeting March 19th, fun 

filled activities and great sessions planned for NLA Conference in October, and all kinds of 

items on the Year of the Para celebration. I hope that you will be able to join in the fun of 

celebrating, grow as a Para, and get a chance to meet some of the other wonderful Paras in our 

group. I look forward to meeting many of you, growing the Para Section and celebrating with 

you the fun of being a Para. 

 

La Raine Cihak, Chair of the Paraprofessional Section 

 

 

Scholarships Given by the Para Section 
 

2007 - Scholarships given for: 

Fall NLA/NEMA Conference - $50 each 

Jenni Puchalla, Administrative Assistant, Southeast Library System 

 Karen Frank, Director, Greenwood Public Library 

Hereôs a link to the History of all of the Scholarships given by the Paraprofessional Section: 

http://www.nebraskalibraries.org/PARA/parahistory.html#Past_Para_Scholarships_Recipients.  

 

Jennifer Wrampe, 

Publicity/Citations Chair 
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2008 Paraprofessional Spring Meeting 
 

 

Nebraska Library Association 

 

Paraprofessional Section 2008 Spring Meeting Schedule 

Library Puzzle: Putting the Pieces Together @ Your Library 
Wednesday, March 19, 2008 10 a.m. - 1 p.m. CT 

Paraprofessionals Spring General Meeting 1:00 - 1:45 p.m.  

Programs (3 sessions, each one 50 minutes with a 5-10 minute break between):  

¶ Checkin 9:45 - 10:00 a.m. CT   

¶ Welcome from Para Chair, La Raine Cihak 10:00 - 10:05 a.m.  CT 

¶ Session I - Fitting Your Library into the Community  

        Speakers: Nancy Bush, Brenda Ealey, Kathy Tooker 

¶ Session II - Library is More than the Sum of its Departments  

        Speakers: Angela Kroeger 

   

¶ Session III - Holding It All Together   

Paraprofessionals Spring General Meeting 1:00 - 1:45 p.m. CT 
La Raine Cihak, Chair of Paraprofessionals, will guide us through our annual spring general 

meeting. Those who have paid for lunch at the Lincoln or Omaha site will have lunch at this 

time. If you are not paying for lunch, but wish to bring your own you're welcome to.  

Sites:  
This year's meeting will be telecast to several sites across the state (we will cancel any sites not 

having at least one participant by the registration deadline-see below). If you have questions on 

sites (even adding a closer one to your location) please use the contact information below. If 

you want to talk and network with people, then come to Lincoln or Omaha these are our biggest 

site locations!  

Ainsworth , Ainsworth Community Schools, 520 E 2nd St. 

Beatrice, ESU 5, 900 W Court 

Broken Bow Public Library, 626 S. D St. 

Columbus, North Education Center, Central Community College, 4500 63rd St, North Education Center 

Hastings, ESU 9, 1113 E. South St.  

Kearney, Educational Service Unit #10, 76 Plaza Blvd, Conference Room A 

Lincoln , NET (Nebraska Educational Telecommunications), 1800 North 33rd 

Norfolk  Northeast Community College, 801 E. Benjamin, Lifelong Learning Center, Suite D 

North Platte, Mid-Plains Community College,  601 W State Farm Rd 
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Omaha, University of Ne. Medical Center, DRC Rm# 1006 (DURHAM RESEARCH CENTER) on 

Charles Durham Plaza. Parking is available on the Northeast corner of Charles Durham Plaza Emile (map 

can be provided with registration)  

Scottsbluff, ESU 13, 4215 Ave. I 

Sidney, Western Nebraska Community College, 371 College Drive  

 

Registration deadline is Wednesday, March 13, 2008 
This is a firm date. Late or onsite registrations will not be accepted. 

Registration form -- please print and snail mail (faxes will not be accepted) to: 

Contact: Martha Grenzeback, 8001 Harney St., Omaha NE 68114 (home address) , 402-250-

7230 (cell phone), E-mail: graymatters@alltel.net   

 

If you cannot make payment by registration deadline please inform our contact person. 
 

Registrant's Name:_______________________________________________  

Library:____________________________________________  

Address:_________________________________________________ 

City:___________________________ State:______   Zip:_____  

Phone:__________________ E-mail:__________________________ 

I will attend the Para Conference at this site:______________________________  

My fee is (check one and make check payable to the Paraprofessional Section, if payment 

cannot be made by the deadline date please call the contact): 

¶ __ $17 - non-member of NLA or NEMA  (includes lunch* at the Lincoln or Omaha site)  

¶ __    $14 without lunch* (at any site)  

¶ __ $14 - member of NLA or NEMA or a library  student (includes lunch* at the Lincoln or Omaha site)  

¶ __    $11 without lunch* (at any site)  

¶ __ $12 - Para member (includes lunch* at the Lincoln or Omaha site)  

¶ __    $9 without lunch* (at any site)  

    *Lunch is served at Lincoln and Omaha during the Paraprofessional Spring General Meeting, 

you may bring your own lunch/snacks if you prefer and still stay for the meeting from 1 - 1:45 

p.m. 

Notes: 

No refunds.  

Continuing Education (CE) credits will be 3 hours for the day (you will need to attend all three 

sessions to receive this).  

Videotapes will be available for loan after the conference as in past years. 

 

mailto:graymatters@alltel.net
http://www.nlc.state.ne.us/comp/para/2008springmeeting/2008Paraspgconfwebsite.html#Sites
http://www.nebraskalibraries.org/PARA/paraconfvid.html


 4 

 

2008 Paraprofessional of the Year 
 

The Paraprofessional Section of NLA is now accepting nominations for the Paraprofessional of 

the Year Award.  Nominations are due on July 31, 2008.  The award will be presented at the 

NLA/NEMA Fall Conference in Kearney.   

  

The awardee will receive a one-year paid membership to NLA, in the Paraprofessional Section 

and $50.  Please consider a deserving individual in your library or media center for this award.  

You may go to the Paraprofessional Section website for information and the nomination form. 

http://www.nebraskalibraries.org/PARA/paraofyear.html. 

  

It is important to be recognized for exceptional work and involvement in library service and for 

leadership in professional organizations.  There are many deserving individuals and I 

encourage nominations for this award.  Don't wait for the deadline - do it today! 

  

Thank you, 

Jennifer Wrampe 

Publicity/Citations Chair 

 

 

 

Whatôs Your Library doing? 
 

 

 
 

http://www.ala-apa.org/about/nlwd.html 

http://www.nebraskalibraries.org/PARA/paraofyear.html
http://www.ala-apa.org/about/nlwd.html



